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f,                         theatre of war.    He himself conducted her to the mountain

f                         fastness of St. Mimiel: and for seven months he had not been

it

I                            able to pay her a visit.   Kind-hearted as he was, how must he

I1                          have been moved, when now, after unexpected triumphs, he
t                         found his wife and children in safety.   His entrance into the
I                         place was an ovation.   The commander, in a truly Spanish
y                        fashion, ordered, among other tokens of rejoicing, bull-fights, in
I                         honor of the victor.   Toussaint L'Ouverture had gained the
AI                         esteem as well as the confidence of his Spanish masters.   Im-
|,                           pressed with his respect for religion, as well as the general
|                             probity of his character, the Marquis Hermona, under whose
I r                          orders he was, exclaimed, on seeing him take the communion,
I                          "No, God cannot, in this -lower world, visit a purer soul."   Thtts>
'' {                        esteemed by the Spaniards, feared by the English, dreaded by

ithe French, hated by the planters, and reverenced by the ne-
groes, Toussaint L'Ouverture felt that a crisis had come in hia
*                         public life, which required the calmest consideration and the

^ i                        soundest judgment.   His achievements, his personal influence,

and the condition of the conflicting parties, combined to show
him the opening door, if only he had wisdom and strength to
take the right path. What was that path ? The colonists
were all btvt deprived of power for harm. The mulattoes had
no organization. The English held only a point or two of the
country. From the colonists and the men of color little, very
little, was to be feared or hoped. The negroes had learnt the
secret of their power. This result, if no other satisfactory
result, had-ensued from the conflict. On them might Tous-
saint L'Ouverture now place great reliance. If they were not
already good soldiers, they had performed great things, and
gave promise of soon being able both to deserve and achieve
independence. But was their emancipation to be gained
through Spain ? Spain was powerful in Hayti; was its power
likely to conduce to the opening ? On the contrary, Spain was
opposed to emancipation. Her power, then, was power adverse
to the great object of Toussaint L'Ouverture's life. What did
fidelity to that object demand? Before the question coulde beginning toants of Cape Francois.
